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Mere ian: phan ane mea Nom 


‘Go ye into al! the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.”—St, Mark, xvi. 15, 
« And Isaw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the Everlasting Gospel to preach 
ito them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people.” 

















CONDUCTED BY 7 
AN ASSOCIATION OF CLERGYMEN. 
Vol. L. Saturday, October 5, 1822. No. 16. 
RENUNCIATION OF IDOLATRY IN THE ISLAND OF RURUTU. 


in Account of the renunciation of Idolatry, and of the reception 
of Christianity by the Natives of Rurutu, an Island in the 

South Seas. 150° 51’ E. Long. 22° 29' S. Lat., called in the 

Charts, Oheteroa. 

Raiatea, Oct. 18, 1821. 

The whole of the circumstances relating to this event having 
been peculiarly interesting and encouraging to us, we are desi- 
rous that all who are anxious for the universal spread of divine 
truth, and feel interested in the success of Christian Missions, 
may be acquainted with it, that they may be partakers with us 
if our joy. 

On the 8th of March last, we saw a strange sail at sea, which 
made towards the reef, and appeared to be determined to hazard 
running on it instead of bearing up for the proper harbour, a 
practice resorted to by the natives when in extremity. Perceiv- 
ing their imminent danger, the Chiefs manned our boats and 
went of to pilot the strangers safely into the harbour; when 
they arrived we found they were natives of the Island of Ru- 
rutue. They had come from Maupiti, touched on their voyage 
at Korabora, but could not get in for the contrary wind. They 
had been drifted about at sea for three weeks, and latterly 
without food and water, excepting sea water, which they were 
obliged to drink. Contrary winds drove them from their own 
island; but the Lord, to whose merciful designs winds and 
waves are subservient, protected and guided them to thesc 
islands. Maupiti was the first island they could make. | 

They were exceedingly astonished at the difference of cus- 
‘coms, men and women eating together ; the Areoi Society, their 
lances, and every lascivious game completely put away. When 
they heard of the new system of religion and saw the people 
worshipping the living and true God, they were convinced of H 
'ts propriety and superiority, and immediately began to learn to 
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The Chief, with his wife and a few others, went ashore at Bo. | My, 
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rabora. Mr. Orsmond, the Missionary of that station, paid 
every attention to them during their short stay ; gave them 
books, and began to teach them to read; but as the canoe and 
the greater part of the people were at Raiatea, they soon fol. 
lowed. They were about twenty-five in number, men and 
women. We set aparta certain time for their instruction, sup. 
plied them all with elementary books, and gave them in charge 
to our deacons, who were very much pleased with, and diligent 
in the discharge of their new office. Their language being 
somewhat different, the deacons could make themselves under- 
stood better than we could. 

Auura, their chief, paid particular attention, as well as his 
wife ; the greater part of the others were rather slothful. He 
appeared to appreciate the worth of knowledge, and the value of 
the good tidings of salvation; his attention was great, and his 
questions upon general subjects were very judicious; but his 
attention to and questions upon our discourses were such as 
surprised not only the Raiateans but ourselves also. We think 
he possesses a very acute judgment so far as he knows. We 
do not wish in thus speaking, to be understood that we believe 
him to be what would be called in England a converted person, 
though we have now indubitable evidence that he is atrue con- 
vert from idolatry to Christianity. God hath called him and 
the people out of darkness to the knowledge of his Son Christ 
Jesus. May they soon really know Him, whom to know aright 
is eternallife. Auura was continually expressing his anxious 
desire to return to his own land, and to carry to his poor coun- 
trymen the knowledge he had obtained of the true God, and his 
Son Jesus Christ, expressing his fears in an affectionate manner, 
that when he got back he should find very few left, as the evil 
spirit was killing them so fast. 

The brig Hope, Captain Grimes, from London, touched at 
Raiatea on July the $d; we mentioned to the Captain our wish 
to get these poor people back to their own island; he, witha 
readiness which does him the highest credit, offered imme- 
diately to touch at their island, and to take our boat in tow, that 
we might have an opportunity, should our boat return from this 
yet unknown land, to open a communication with the natives. 
We sent for Auura, the chief, and his wife, who were highly de- 
lighted with the prospect of returning ; but he raised an objec- 
tion to going to his land of darkness, unless he had some one 
with him to instruct him and his people. We were rather at a 
loss how to act; however, we immediately called on the dea- 
cons, informed them of the circumstance, ‘and desired them to 
inquire who would volunteer their services to #0 as teachers to 
these poor people. They assembled the church, when tw 
came forward, we hope with the spirit and language of the Pro- 
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pet of old, “ Here we are, send us.” They were the very men 
we should have chosen had we thought it prudent to nominate ; 
byt knowing it was at the hazard of their lives, and that of their 
wives and little ones, we dared not to interfere, but left it to Him 
who disposes the hearts and thoughts of men according to his 
will. Mahamene, a deacon, having a wife, but no children, was 
one; Puna, a steady, and we hope atruly pious man, having a 
wife, with two children, was the other ; they were both men we 
could ill spare, on account of their steadiness and our confidence 
inthem; but such characters are the only proper persons for 
such a work, therefore every other consideration was obliged to 
give way. ‘To select a crew to bring back our boat was the 
next consideration: as this took up the greatest part of the 
night, they had but a short time to get ready for the ship, which 
was tu sail early the next morning. 

The Brig got under weigh the 5th of July, and after must 
affectionately committing Mahamene and Puna, with their wives 
and little ones, to the care of our Lord and God in the presence 
of the congregation, we gave to each a letter in English and 
Tahitan, recognizing them as under the patronage of the Lon- 
don Missionary Society, with our sanction, and recommending 
them to any captains of vessels that might touch at Rurutu. 

The vessel laying to outside the reef for us, prevented our 
having a regular service ; but though short, it was both affect- 
ing and interesting. At length we conducted our new fellow 
labourers to the Brig. The Captain paid every attention; took 
our boat in tow and departed, leaving us anxiously waiting to 
hear in due season, of their reception and success—nor were 
we disappointed. 

Part of the night previous to their departure, was spent in 
supplying them as well as we could with those articles which 
they would find both necessary and useful. Every member of the 
church brought something as a testimonial of his affection—one 
brought a razor, another a knife, another a roll of cloth, another 
a few nails, some one little thing, and some another; we gave 
them all the elementary books we could spare, with a few of the 
Tahitan Gospels of Matthew. Thus we equipped them for 
this interesting little mission as well as our circumstances would 
allow. 

On August 9th, after a little better than a month’s absence, 
we had the pleasure of seeing the boat return laden with prison- 
ers, the gods of the heathen, taken in this bloodless war, won 
by the blood of Him who is the Prince of Peace. They were 
six days at sea in the open boat. On reading their letters, we 
felt, perhaps, something of that holy joy that the angelic 
hosts will experience when they shall shout “ The kingdoms of 
this world are become the kingdom of our God and of hit 
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Christ.” ‘The letters were from Auura, the chief of Ruruty. 


Mahamene and Puna. Although Auura was only with us fo) 
a short time, he made such progress that he had completely 
learned the Spelling-book, part of the Catechism, and could read 
in the Gospel of Matthew before he left; he could write and 
spell correctly. ‘The following is a translation of the letter fron 
Mahamene and Puna, the two native teachers, to Messrs, Wj] 
liams and Threlkeld, dated Rurutu, Friday, July 13, 1821. 

“ May you two have peace through God in your residence at 
Raiatea. We think God has heard your prayers, because we 
received no ill treatment on board the ship, and because we ari 
both now alive at Rurutu. Behold! they have given to us this 
land, not because we asked it, but because of their own jutred 
to the evil spirit. Pray earnestly to God that we may have a 
permanent residence at Rurutu, whilst we are teaching them 
their letters, and to know the name of the Son of God, and 
showing them the evil of their ways. On the 8th July the 
meeting of the chiefs and king was held, when Auura spake 
thus to the chiefs and king: * Friends, this is my desire, and 
therefore am I come to this land, that you may know the name 
of the Son of God, and the work of the Holy Spirit, in enlight- 
ening our hearts, and the mercy of God towards us. ‘This i: 
my desire, let the evil spirit be this instant cast into the fir 
(meaning the idols of the evil spirit). Is it agreeable to you, 
kings and chiefs; shall we burn the evil spirit even now ; shall 
we overthrow his kingdom? Do not any more let us worship 
him ; never more let us implore him; let him have no mor 
reign in our hearts. Let him have nothing in this land that 
has no teachers. Let the government of these little lands be- 
come Jehovah’s, and his alone, then my heart will rejoice 
through you. Behold, you thought I had been eaten up in the 
depths of the sea, by the evil spirit ; but behold, I am not des- 
troyed by him: He is the great foundation of all deceit. I did 
not know that God would guide me to that land, (Raiatea; 
where the teachers are; there the word of God flourishes and 
grows, and behold, God has guided me back again, Will it be 
agreeable to you that we should assemble together, at one place, 
and all eat together ?” 

“The king and chiefs answered thus: ‘It is perfectly agreeable 
to us, we will receive and hold fast the word of life. We are 
pleased because of your saying, burn the evil spirit in the fire. 
Letevery thing made by our hands (as a god) be charred in the 
fire. Behold you say, O Auura, that we have spirits or souls, 
we never knew that man possessed a spirit--no; never, never. 

“ Auura then answered thus : ‘I have one more word to say 
to you. These two men (the teachers) are chosen by the church 
at Raiatea. God caused the thought to grow in the hearts 0! 
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the Missionaries, and behold they have sent them to teach us to 
read: because of their great love to us these two are sent. The 
Missionaries think very much of them; for the missionaries 
are very compassionate towards us. The people of Raiatea 
thought, in their regard to these two men, that they would be 
killed in our land, and that the boat would be seized by us. 
(he Raiateans think our land is a barbarous land ; therefore do 
not ill use these men, but behave with the greatest kindness to 
them, and then it will be well.” The king and chiefs answered, 
-It is perfectly agreeable to us.’ 

“ Now,lo! upstarted two men inspired by the evil spirit. One 
of the evil spirits said, ‘ It’s agreeable, It’s agreeable: we will 
hold the good word.’ (Speaking ironically.) The other man, 
who was also inspired by the evil spirit, thus spake: ‘I have 
seen the foundation of the firmament, up in the sky. Taaroa, 
‘the great idol) brought me forth.’ Auura then answered the 
evil spirit thus: * Do you leap up then, that we may see you 
flying up into the sky. Do so now, immediately. ‘Truly thou 
art even the very foundation of deceit. The people of Rurutu 
have been completely destroyed through you, and through you 
alone, and now you shall not deceive us again: we will not be 
deceived again through you. We know the true God. Begone. 
It the Son of God stood in our presence you would be ashamed.’ 
When Auura had done speaking, he sat down. Mahamene 
then stood up and said, * You have agreed, and your desire 
is to Jesus, that he may save your spirits. Ye are the lands 
tor which the Missionaries at Raiatea, Tahiti, Moorea, Hua- 
heine, Borabora, and England have prayed. The churches 
wherever there are Missionaries, have compassion upon the 
lands that have no teachers; therefore they subscribe property, 
that the word of God may be sent to the lands that are without 
teachers. ‘The Missionaries of Raiatea have sent us two to 
teach you letters and the name of the true God. May you be 
saved through Jesus Christ.’ 

“ Mahamene then sat down. Puna, (the other teacher) then 
rose and said, * Dear friends, this is my thought towards you— 
affection grows in my heart now towards you, in vour living in 
larkness andin the shade of death. Behold, you are eating the 
ood of death—the poisonous fish, and drinking bitter water. 
Behold, we are here before you, to make known to you the true 
God, that you may know him. This I say to you, O king and 
chiefs, prepare one place where you may all eat together, vou 
and your wives and children, and your king, at one eating place, 
and there the evil spirit who has just now inspired that man 
shall be completely ashamed : he has no refuge ; but cast away 
every disgraceful thing from among you, for that is the reason 
'e remains among you. You worship him, and he is accus- 
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tomed to deceive you; but now be fervent in prayer to God 
that you may escape. Should you not listen to that word, vou 
will die, and you will bear the wrath of God, and you will be led 
by the evil spirit you have now cast away into the fire of hell; 
but if you regard the word and thename of the Son of God, you 
will by that means be saved. May you be saved through Jesus 
Christ.’ M AHAMENE. Puna,” 

The eating together (observe the Missionaries,) was on the 
day after the Meeting, and was to be the test of the truth of 
the word of God. If they died according to the predictions of 
the priests, namely, that any woman eating either hog or turde 
would surely be eaten by the evil spirit ; or any one eating ona 
sacred place would surely die, and be eaten also:—then they 
would not destroy their gods; but if no one sustained any in- 
jury, they would then utterly destroy all their idols. They met 
accordingly ; and after satisfying their appetites, without sus- 
taining any injury, they arose, boldly seized the gods, and then 
proceeded to demolish totally the Morais, which was all com- 
pletely effected that day. 

It is worthy of remark, that when the boat first reached the 
shore, Mahamene and Puna with their party, knelt down on the 
spot to return thanks to God for their preservation, not knowing 
that the spot was sacred to Oro, one of their idols. ‘The Ruru- 
tus said immediately, ‘ This people will die.’ ‘The party also 
ate inadvertently on a sacred spot; and when the Rurutuans saw 
that, they said, * No doubt they will die for this trespass on the 
sacred ground ;’ and looking earnestly, expected some one to 
have swollen, or fallen down dead suddenly ; but after they had 
looked a considerable time, and saw no harm come to them, 
they changed their minds, and said, ‘ Surely theirs is the truth; 
but perhaps the god will come in the night and kill them; we 
will wait and see.’ One man actually went in the night to the 
wife of the chief (Auura) who also ate a part of a hog, or turtle, 
on the sacred spot, and said, ‘ Are you still alive ?” When the 
morning arrived, and the Rurutuans found no harm had hap- 
pened to any of them, they became exceedingly disgusted at 
their having been deceived so long by the evil spirit. 


a 


MISSIONS. 


The attention of our readers is requested to the following ¢x- 
tract from a speech delivered at the 22d anniversary of the 
Church Missionary Society, by the Rev. John Langley. It de- 
clares the important fact, that exertions for promoting and sus- 
taining Missions to the heathen, have been productive of great 
nd manifest good at home; so that, in several instances, the 
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iabours of agents for collecting funds in aid of Missions abroad, 
have, so far as the human eye can discern, resulted in bringing 
down greater blessings upon the people visited, than could have 
been expected, had these labours been confined to the preaching 
of the Gospel as domestic Missionaries. 

« In order to the establishment of an association in any parti- 
cular place, an attempt must be made to excite religious principle 
in the neighbourhood. Leta man have but true religious prin- 
ciple, and he is your friend for ever: for whoever is unfeign- 
edly devoted to his Saviour, and is deriving from Him the sup- 
ply of grace which he needs, that man must be a missionary in 
spirit, When we know that we have freely received, we shall 
most freely give. The most certain stimulus to missionary 
feeling at home, is to know that we are ourselves called out of 
darkness into the marvellous light of the Gospel—that we have 
heen renewed in the spirit of our minds. 

“ And this spirit diffuses itself. The establishment of a Mis- 
sionary Society for propagating the Gospel abroad, is one of the 
most eficacious means for propagating the Gospel at home. I 
have found it tend, ina most especial manner, to the union and 
edification of my flock, and to their cordial attachment to the 
church to which they belong. The people are roused and learn 
the value of their own souls and of their own privileges, when 
we show them the wants of the heathen. 

“ The most certain way to accomplish great designs, is for 
each to do the little that may be allotted to him. This is the 
grand secret of all missionary exertions : and when men, in their 
little sphere, are cultivating that sphere with diligent hands and 

nthe spirit of prayer, their efforts will be assuredly prospered.” 


a 


METHODISM. 


The Methodist Missionary Society at York, England, which 
has been but 8 years established, has in the four quarters of the 
globe, 150 Missionaries, besides schoolmasters—30,000 mem- 
ders, 200,000 hearers, and 10,000 heathen children under _tui- 
tion, Contributions last year, ¢26,581--equal to 117,000 dol- 
ars; less, however, than three-fourths of the amount actually 
expended during the same period. 


— 
NEW CHURCHES. 


We learn that four new Episcopal Churches are building, in 
the north-western part of Connecticut, viz: at New-Preston, 
Salisbury, Canaan and Sharon; a new Church is also erecting 
at Mamaroneck, Westchester county, New York. , 
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THE NEW JERSEY CONVENTION 


Met at Shrewsbury, Aug. 21st, at which were present, ti 
bishop with six of his clergy, and twenty-five lay delegates. ‘Th: 
address of the bishop announces his visitation, during the pre 
ceding year, of nearly all the parishes within the diocese; the 
administration of the apostolic rite of confirmation to fifty-seven 
persons, and the ordination of the Rev. Mr. Ward. It repre- 
sents the institutions of the diocese, connected with the church. 
as in a prosperous state; and concludes with a favourable no- 
tice of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society, with « 
suggestion of the expediency of forming, in each congregation 
in the diocese, a missionary association, whose contribution: 
shall be transmitted to the treasurer of the convention in aid 
of the missicnary fund of the diocese, the board of directors 
of that fund being empowered to make such appropriations as 
they may deem expedient, for the use of the general missionary 
society ; which measure was adopted. The amount of th 
bishop’s fund is stated at $1482; that of the missionary fund at 
$3171 64. The number of clergy in the diocese is thirtecn, in- 
tlusive of the bishop; that of parishes is 18. 


A 


Ordination. 


On Sunday, 29th Sept. at St. Paul’s church, Philadelphia, thi 
Rev. Mr. Van Pelt, deacon, minister of St. Luke’s Parish, South 
Carolina, in consequence of letters dimissory from the bishop 
of that diocese, was admitted to the holy order of priests, by the 
Right Rev. Bishop White ; morning prayers were read by thi 
Rev. Mr. Tschudy, and a sermon preached by the Bishop. 


—_— 


The Russian North-west Coast Company is said to be in a 
flourishing condition, and to have converted more than 10,000 
savages to Christianity. 

It is stated in the South Carolina State Journal, that there is 
not a single place for divine worship, nor a minister of the gos- 
pel, in all Florida. 
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